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AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY 


OF THE LATE 


HELEN JEWERTT, 


*, 
A GIRL OF THE TOWN, 


+ MURDERED ON THE 10rn OF APRIL, 1836 : 
TOGETHEN WITH A 


FULL AND ACCURATE STATEMENT OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES CON- 
NECTED WITH THAT EVENT. x 


BY A GENTLEMAN FULLY ACQUAINTED WITH HER HISTORY, 


‘ ly has Deen much abused by the numerous misrepre~ 
pasion respecting the reanasee and eee of the ag mien 


T from the odium suliah lat been atlempted to be cast upon it, It 
i true, the teas a girl of the town ; but she was Sar removed from 
degraded, ignorant, vicious beings generally known as such ; 
the misrepresentations in a Boston paper, in which she is desig- 
eS nated as a common thief, a girl naturally depraved, Jrom her child- 
‘ loserve the severest reprobution of every honest member of the 
minunity. 


LIFE OF HELEN JEWETT, 


Sm 


Tue real name of Helen Jewett was Maria Benson. She was ee | 
born in Hallowell, in the State of Maine, in January, 1812. Her 
father, at the time of her birth, was connected with a man by the 
name of Caleb Talbot, in the Humber business, and was supposed. 
to be in good circumstances; but the elopement of bis partner, with 
the proceeds ofa large sale of lumber, and with some four or five 
thousand dollars belonging to the firm, which had been deposited in c 
the State Bank at Boston, rendered him insolvent. — He died about 
a year after the birth of Maria, leaving his wife and child in extremely. * 
indigent circumstances. For several years alter this event, Mrs. 
Benson, who was a woman of extraordinary personal beauty, sup= 
ported herself and child by teaching a country sehool. Notwith- 
standing her poverty, she bestowed the greatest attention upon the 
seducation of Maria, who attracted the attention of all her acquaint! ~ 7 
ance by her beauty, vivacity, good temper, and quickness of appre- 
hension. “Indeed, so vapid Was the development of her mental 
qualities, that atthe’ age of five years, she had made mere progress 
in the usual studies, than the generality of children at tWwiee hér age. 

About this time, she attracted the attention of some of the mem= 
bers of Judge Western’s family, who resided in Augusta, about two 
miles from Hallowell. ‘They, ‘like all others who knew her, were 
particularly pleased with her personal beauty, docility and acuteness. 
Through their interest, she enjoyed the advantages of attending a 
select school in Augusta, at which she made the most astonishing 
progress in her studies. Wheh she was about six yeats of age, her 
mother died. She was then taken into Judge Western’s family, and 
treated in every respect as a member of it. She was sent to the 
same schools and pursued the same studies and employments as his: 
own children. “She'remained under his roof until the summer of 
4626, when she, with a daughter’ of Judge Western, of the same 
age, was sent to Portland, to attend a female seminary, which was 
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under the charge of a Mrs. Watson, who by her talent and admirable 
management, had acquired for her school considerable celebrity. 

To this departure from the immediate surveillance of her kind 
friends, may be traced her first misfortune, which resulted in her 
expulsion from society, a life of infamy and guilt, and her untimely 
and horrible end. No person could have been better qualified to 
take charge of females of her age, and to direct their minds in the 

~ paths of honor and uselulness, than Mrs. Watson. But, unfortu- 
nately, the building occupied hy Mrs. W. as a seminary, was not 
sufficiently large to accommodate the ‘whole of her numerous school 
‘as boarders. Many of her pupils from a distance, as well as those 
residing in the town, were compelled to board outside of the walls 
‘of the seminary, which they attended only as day scholars. Of 
‘course, she could not keep as strict a watch on.their conduct as if 
they had resided in her family—a circumstance, which, in Maria’s 
case, is much to be regretted. 

‘At the house in which Maria boarded, (kept by a Mrs. Wilson) 
there were several other boarders, and among the rest, aman by the 
name of Lemuel Lawton, who was at that time studying law. He 
was tall, good-looking, and of an exceedingly insinuating address 5 
but wholly destitute of principle or moral worth. “At that period, 
however, he bore a very good character, but sybsequent events, 
‘particularly some frauds in the mercantile business,to which he after- 

~ wards turned his attention, together with one or two other seduction 
cases, have proved his utter depravity. From his first acquaintance 
with Maria, he bestowed upon her the most assiduous attention. 
She was then particularly interesting, both to young aud old. It 
qwas her fifteenth year, although in appearance she was somesyhat 
older. With a form of the most perfect symetry and beauty, her 
eyes brilliant and full of expression and intelligence, —her cheeks 
glowing with the richest hues of youth and health—her manners and 
conversation frank, fascinating and graceful, she excited the admira- 
tion of all who knew her. 


Lawton’s fancy was touched—as for heart, he had none,—and he 
resolved to sactifice ber in all her youthful purity, upon the altar of 
licentiousness. . Though at that time, but nineteen years of age, he 
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Was a veteran in vice ; he boasted’ among. his companions, of the 
laurels he had won in the field of Venus. With Maria, however, 
he sas aware that the ordinary measures of the seducer would not 
succeed ; and he acted upon the principle, ‘ first debauch the mind 
and the person follows as a matter of course.” He employed him- 
{ self in instilling into her mind the poison of his own vicious prinei- 
ia ples, and in eradicating what he endeavored to convince her were the 
prejudices of education. Upon all occasions, he was her constant at-- _ 
tendant. He rode with her, walked with her, and attended her at 
patties, the’ church, and at the sports of the neighborhood ; in addi- 
tion’ to which, he had daily opportunities of seeing her at home, in- 
private. The writer was on ono occasion, at a party where Maria. 
and Lawton were both present, and particularly noticed the attention: 
which the latter bestowed upon her—she was then the most beauti-- 
fal and fascinating girl he had ever seen. L. directed her taste for’ 
reading into new cliannels ; and, among other books of immoral 
teifdancy, he introduced to her notice the glowing and luscious pa- 
ge8 of the noble bard, who, as poor Maria has-been heard to say, 
has done more injury to female minds than all other authors of the 
safe charactér combined. Don Juan, at length, under Lawton’s 
direction, became her study. Its vivid images af the grossest licen 
tiousness, half veiled in the charm of the poetry, worked. upon her 
active imagination, excited her naturally ardent temperament, unset= 
ded the principles of virttie, and disposed her, in an evil hour, to 
fall'a prey to her seducer’s arts.» Let not the rigid moralist condemn 
her, until they have considered the peculiar circumstances of the 
case, and the improbability that almost any femamle could have re- 
sisted the temptations and deceitful illusions by which she was sur- 
rounded. ‘ t 
She had resided in Portland more than’a year before Lawton sue~ 
ceeded in his purpose. * It cost him all this time of the most strenu= 
ous exertions to attain that which, owing to the defective system off 
female education, is too often granted to the slightest solicitation; and. 
even then, itis supposed, he accomplished his object by the employ- 
thent of a medical preparation. These facts speak strongly, consid= 
ering her extreme youth, for her naural strength of mind. vee 
“The intercourse between Maria’ and Lawton had continued but a. 
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‘short time, before Maria became aware of its consequences—she was 
‘enciente! Ina few months more, it .was evident to all observers. 
-and Mrs. Watson, after ascertaining. the facts, communicated her 
knowledge to Judge Western, who, upon the receipt of the: intelli- 
gence, immediately hastened to Portland. Tn. the mean time, the 
unfortunate Maria, overwhelmed with grief and shame, afraid to meet 
the guardian, whose confidence and kindness she had abused, and 
whose favor she had forfeited, threw herself into the arms of her 
seducer, in reckless defiance of public infamy, and clandestinely left 
Portland with him for. Boston. . Judge Western haying, arrived and 
found her gone, and ascertained. the , direction she had taken, com> 
umissioned a friend who was going on to Boston to find her out, and 
offer her a maintenance, in some country place, where, she was; not 
known, provided she would return. ‘This gentlemen, several weeks, 
alter her elopement, discovered her ina house of ill fame, where she 
had been placed by Lawton; she had been delivered of -a child, 
which survived its birth but a. few hours—Maria was still confined, 
to her bed from the effects of her accouchement. He made the pro- 
position of Judge Western to her, to which she gave the most deci- 
ded negative. She stated that she did not consider, herself worthy 
of the favor of any of her friends, and all she wished was for them to 
forget her. She wrote a few lines to Judge Western to, the same 
effect—a copy of which the writer of this has seen,—and recollects, 
the following expression: ‘I was dead.to yirtue—I am now dead 
to society, and it is my most earnest wish that I may be soon dead 
to nature.” 
- Shortly ‘after her recovery, Lawton left her and went to Alabama. 
His-lust had’been satiated by her ruin, and her support was a tax aud 


trouble which his selfishness would not allow him to endure.,.He _ 


eft her utterly destitute. Of course, she was|compelled to take-up 
the trade of the house, or be turned into the streets. She was in- 
duced to form a connection. with a General C****n, who kept her 
‘ina very handsome style in Boston for some time. He came to re~ 
sin this city in 1829, and brought her with him, when she, as- 
_-sumed the name of Helen Jewett. She lived with him here but. a 
-short time. He was exceedingly disagreeable, in his, manners, and 
-she soon found» an opportunity. to form advantageous. connection. 


+ a et eg 


ay 
She made the acquaintance of J. ©, a wholesale merchant, Pa 
$0 much pleased ‘with her beauty”“and cénverSational powers, that he 
made her the most liberal offers, which were accepted: 108 

She was likewise kept for some time by a Mr. C*##*##, awealthy 
Southern gentleman. It would be useless, and in fact impossible, 
to particularize her numerous paramours with whom: she lived as a 
regular kept mistress. Ih addition to Which, she did avery lucrative 
miscellaneous business, not. confined to this city, but occasionally. 
taking ‘short trips to. Philadelphia. and Boston. "The most prominent 
establishmihnts at which she lived were Mrs. Post’s, Ann Welden’s, 
for whom she was housekeeper for some time, Rosina Townsend's, 
and a house in Franklin street. 

Tt cannot be said that she was perfectly faithful’ to ‘her different 
keepers.» She’ most generally had someone upon whom she betow= 
ed her favor par amours, “As she was a girl'of ardent temperament: 
and strong passions; she took strong likes and'dislikes to individuals’ 
ofthe male. sex, bit when she liked a person, she would spare no’ 
Pains to secure fer'a while the object. of her desire. The following: 
is. one of her letters written while she was kept by Mr. C. to a-phy-! 
sician of this city, who was called to/attend one of ‘the girls of the — 
honse, ‘and: being struck with her evidences of intellect. and educa’ 
tion, had paid her a good deal of attention: - a 


‘ New Yonx, Howard street, &c.&o, 
My Dear Sir— eee. 
Allow mo to say dear, for T assure you you are so to me.” T think of nothing but’ 
you. You alone of all the creatures of your sex by whom I am surrounded, have evinced * 
the least spark of real sympathy with my feelings, the leaat pity for my faults and mis- 
fortunes. You I think are willing tobelive that a woman may cast away “the immedi- 
ate jewel of her soul,” without becoming wholly depraved, or entirely losing the feel 
ings and charactetistics of her sex. Think, then, how anxious I must be for your society, 
and if you have the least spark of compassion for me come and seo me as often as you 
ean. Youdo not know what's pleasure your acquaintance is to me ; shall always look 
upon it as the brightest spot in the lajter yeare of my existence—a single oasis in the 
vast di of wretcheduese, shame, guilt, blighted Prospeets and perverted powers which 
Tam compelled to call my life. Come and see me as soon as you can; 1 shall expect you 
every evening. * 


Yours, truly, and forever, thryou please, 
“* ~ an HELEN. 


It is to 


‘The next letter was written some time after the above: | 
to the same person, but ina different style. 
Dear T—, 
_, Whatis the matter with you? are you gotting tired of me? What can be the ¥ 
reason that you havo not been to seo mo for six whole days—alimost a week—perhaps 
youdon’t know that six days are almost week, Iassuro you they are, and along one 
too in loye’s almanac, Iam almost dispased to punish you for your negligence. I hava. 
half n mind to boro you with a wholo ocean of sentiment about my own love and misery, 
and your solfishness and coldnoss—but I forbear. I'll spare you till next time. Come up 
and see me this evening. *Don Alonzo hes goné to Philadelphia. He wanted to take 
‘me with him. I was very much tempted to go but 1 thoughtof you and refused. Eyince, 
Your gratitude, and let me bohold tho light of your countenance once more. 
Adieu jurque tes momenta delicieux. “HELEN. 
* A noubriquot for her keeper, 

» During allthis time, it must not be supposed that Helen was solely 
engaged in scenes of debauchery. She found time to improve her 
mind in an intellectual way very mach. She read a great deal, /es- 
pecially the light literature of the day: She was a subscriber to most 


| 
of our literary periodicals. The works of Lord Byron were her 
1 


study ; she could repeat more than half of his writings by heart. 
Her memory not only retained the words, but her whole’ mind 
seemed tobe imbued with the spirit of his poetry. She sometimes 
~ composed poetry herself. Some of her pieces were reniarkable for 
_ their easy and correet versification.. The following lines, although 
not her best, are a very oreditable specimen of her powers. They 
were written in answer to the question, why she secluded herself so 
much from society. They are only a fragment. 


ws ote of laughter lond, 
"Phovgh I am gone the while. 
Yot, ain I lonely? Ne! to me, 
My own sad thoughts are company. 


' 
% 
Aad ‘Tis lonolier far, thant 60 to «it, 
tants ‘Away from human din; me 
Hoqenen To join a crowd, yet be of it, ’ 
A paitjy but not akin. 

Oh’ ia't not ewostor thus to be 


& i White my sad thoughts make company. 
For a long time after Yelen’s arrival in this city, she resisted the 


demoralizing influence of the profession to which she had devoted 
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herself, with wonderful power. She carefully eschewed the use of 
spirituous liquors, profane swearing and obscene language, although 
it must be confessed, that in the last year or two of her life, her na- 
tural delicacy and cultivated taste had, in a great degree, succumbed 
to the influence of the circumstances by which she was. surrounded. 
She had lost much of her personal beauty in the last years of her 
life ; although her form still retained its full rounded and voluptuous 
proportions. She was endowed with extraordinary muscular 
strength, and a most fearless and independent spirit. Upon one oc- 
¢asion, ata house in this city where-she was boarding, she had a 
quarrel with a foolish fellow who frequented the house. He got 
exceedingly angtyy and drawing a pistol, presented it to her breast. 
Without, being, in, the least agitated, she instantly struck the pistol 
from his hand, and with her bright eyes flashing fire, in tones calm 
and clear, indicative of the strongest. contempt, she said to him, 
“You poor contemptible libel upon manhood! You have done 
what would disgrace the meanest, coward. that walks the street. 
You, must see therefore, the necessity of making an immediate apo- 
logy for such brutal.condnet,”” Her opponent declared he would. do 
no such thing...‘ Then,’ said Helen, ‘ You must see the necessity. 
T am under of pulling your uose.’* . Suiting the action to the word, | 
she took the gentleman’s proboscis in her fingers, and tweaked it in 
no gentle style. 

She was particularly remarkable for her powers of bitter, biting 
sarcasm. ‘The way she served up, those who roused her ire was a 
caution to all her acquaintance, which they generally took care to 
attend. She appeared, upon one eceasion, before the Police, to 
make a charge against a man by the name of Burk, an officer in the 
British army, who, out of reyenge, had cut and destroyed her dresses: 
She walked into him at the examination in great style: ‘* You, ii! 
she said, ‘pretend to be an officer in the British army! What a 
calumny. upon. his, Majesty’s service. You, an officer! It is im- 
possible; The men. holding his Majesty’s commissions haye gene- 
rally some pretensions to the character of gentlemen,” 3's 

One evening, when she: was housekeeper for, Ann Weldon, ‘the. 
public parlour being full of company, a poor devil attempted to be, 
particularly smart, by uttering the usual brothel witticisms, in the 
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course of which, he said something which offended Helen, ‘* What 
@id you say ?”” she asked. “I can’t find @ars and talk t00,"” he te- 
plied. ‘*Well,” exclaimed Helen, “*T never particularly examined 
your ears, but to judge from your conversation, I’should think they 
ought to be large enough and long enough to supply the whole com- 
pany? Your ‘conversation is as silly as it is disgusting. “There is 
the door, Sir, and I beg you to do ine the favor never to call here 
again, as you will save me the trouble of ordering the servant to kick 
you into’ the street.” 

Upon another occasion, young H. B-—, a dandified jackass) 
well known about town, was attempting to do the amiable to Helen 
in the most extravagant style. She made some retort to one of his 
observations, which cut him very severély. “Now really, Miss 
Helen,” said he, it is't06 bad in you to be so’hard upon ime—it 
is a shame, ‘pon honor.” ‘You are'right,”” returned Helen ; it 
is wrong in me to be hard upon’ so soft a subject—we never use 
diamonds to carve geese.” : 

~ She was once up before one of our Courts as a withess ina casé 
in which the woman with whom she boarded was a party: ‘The 
“counsel, “Mr. F. J., who cross-examined her, asked her a number 
of impertinent and stele vee questions, and among the rest, whether 
there were not many gentlemen in the habit of visiting the house. 

Didi Fag 

© Well, what did they visit the house for ? 

"To see the girls.” 

! © Biit what did!thiey Want of the girls?” 

' “T believe there is no one better qualified than aadalir Bi to answer 
that question, as Ihave observed you frequently among our visitors: 

| will you be so kind as to save me the trouble of answering the ques- 

tion, ‘and communicate to the Court your own experience upon the 
subject. ”—The learned counsel concluded he had caught a Tartar, 
and backed out of the scrape, though with rather a ‘bad grace. | 

Upo ‘the whole, Helen Jewett was a. most extradrdinary indi- 
vaih "Under other and better circumstances, she would have 

\\proved an honor ‘and an ornament to her sex. As it was, she can 
only be ‘considered a brilliant “and fascinating prostitute. “How 
'} deeply is it to be regretted that a girl of her extraordinary mental 
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powers should not have had the watchful guardianship of a mother, 
at a time when the passions are bursting forth in their full strength— 
the judgment yet in abeyance, and the moral principle weak. Had 
she been saved from the first false step, no one who knew her will 
hesitate to believe, that with her clear, sound judgment, brilliant 
and glowing imagination, and her quick yet profound sensibility, shy 
might have made an American De Stael. Pe 
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© ACCOUNT OF THE MURDER, 


wy 


a 
_ (COMPILED FROM THE NEWSPAPERS, 


Never before has a transaction of the kind taken place which has 
caused half the sensation, half the excitement in the public mind, 
hich has been produced by the murder of the unfortunate Helen 

_ The peculiar circumstances of the case—the horrible 

which the deed was perpetrated—the character, talents 

ind celebrity of the deceased, and the youth and situation in life of 
the supposed murderer, have all conspired to produce this effect. — 

‘he curiosity of the public has therefore been strongly excited to 

ow every particular of the bloody transaction. 

Tt was but a few days previous to her murder that Helen left the 
house in Franklin street, where she had been living, to reside with 
Rosina ‘Townsend, with whom she had formerly lived. The murder 

jas committed between the hours of 12 and 3, on the morning of 
10th of April. A coroner’s inquest was summoned as soon as 
possible. It appeared from the testimony of Rosina and other wit- 
esses examined before the coroner's jury, that about 9 o'clock on 
jaturday evening, a young man named Richard P. Robinson, a 

ic for Mr. Joseph Hoxie, came to the door, where he was met by 

/ Rosina, and enquired for Helen or Ellen Jewett, one of the girls of 
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the house, whom he had been in the habit of frequently visiting since 
1834. Rosina called Ellen from the parlor, and she and Robinson 
went together up to her room ; and nothing more was heard from 
them until 11 o’clock, when Helen came part way down stairs, and ~ 
calling to Rosina, the landlady, desired her to bring a bottle of Cham- _ 
paigne up to her room. ‘The hostess did so; and at that time Ro S 
pinson was in bed, undressed; and Helen, though undressed, had not 
yet retired to bed for the night. Neither he nor she, however, were 
again seen by any of the inmates of the house at the time it was clo- 
sed by Rosina for the night, which was about 12 o'clock. y 
‘About three o’clock in the morning, Rosina was aroused by a” — 
knocking-at Her front door, and on looking out of her window, dis- 
covered the person at the door to be a young man who was in the 
habit of visiting one of the girls, and she went to the door and let him 
in. In doing this, she was surprised to find in her front parlor a 
lamp burning, which she knew from the fact that she had but two 
like it in the house, to belong to Helen, or the girl in the room ad- 
joining. She accordingly took it up stairs ; and first applying atthe 
door adjoining Helen’s found it fastened. She then took hold of 
the latch of Helen’s door, and on opening it, she was almost suffo- 
cated by the great body of smoke which instantly rushed out, and 
from which she knew, of course that the room was on fire. _ Shein=_ ’ 
stantly alarmed those in the house with the ery that the house was on 
fire; and Helen smothering or dead ; and running to the street door 
cried for watchmen, two or three of whom were soon on the spot. 
On proceeding to Helen’s rooin, and opening the doors and win+ 
dows so as to suffer the smoke to escape, the bed and bedding was 
found almost wholly consumed, and Helen lying on it perfectly dead, 
her left. side burned, from head to foot, almost black. At first it 
was not mistrusted that any thing more than the fire and smoke o¢= 
casioned her death; but one of’ the: watchmen happened to look 
more sharply, discovered that there was, on the right side of her 
head, a little above the temple, a large and deep eut, about three 
inches in length, whieh on inspection, was found to have been made 
with some sharp instrument in the shape of an axe or hatchet, which 
had penetrated her skull and entered the brain 3 and which’ undoubt- 
edly instantly deprived her of life, almost without her being aware 
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that she had been pista One or two other a rttahes were found 
near the wound, but it did not appear brobable that she received more 

2 than one blow, The bottle, brought up a few hours Previons by Ro- 
sina, Was standing on the mantel-piece, nearly empty ; and beside 

ott ie beds, curtains, &c. much of the other furniture was more or less’ 
burned. |. Nothing, however, was found of Robinson, j in the’ room or 
about t the house. 

=e On examining the premises in the rear, a-hatchet, on the ‘Dlade and 
handle of which was considerable fresh blood, and to which.a string 

» was attached, was found in the yard of the house ; and a watchman, 

on clitnbing to the-top of the fence, discovered lying in the second 
yard from it, a black cloth cloak, such as was worn by Robinson to 
the house on Saturday evening, On examining the cloak, a strings 
-orresponding exactly in size and appearance with that attached to 
the hatchet; was found tied,to one tassel of the cloak ; 3. the rensona- 
ble inferences from which, is that Robinson brought the hatchet to the 
house with him, with a premeditated design to use it for the diaboli- 
eal purposes to which it had been,put, and to screen it from. obser- 
vation had suspended it to the. tasselof the cloak, inside ; and that 
such was his perturbation and:alarm, that in making his escape he 
dropped both hatchet and cloak, in different places, perhaps without 
being conscious of the loss of either, 

» Onimaking these discoveries, the Coroner.was sent for, who: arri= 
oon at the scene of this horrid tragedy between five and six o’¢lock 5 4 
and on hearing what had occurred he sent a messenger for oflicer 
Brink, who lives a few squares above. Mr. Brink, on arriving, was 
_ despatched in pursuit of Robinson, and on going. to the unfortu- 
“hate young man’s boarding house, in Dey street, he | was shown to 
“Robinson's room; where he found him in bed with his room mate; 
and apparently fast asleep. Brink awakened him, and informing 
him that he must up and gowith him. | Robinson proceeded to dress 
himself. It was noticed by Brink that there was a good deal of 
whitewash on one of the legs and the seat of Robinson’s pantaloons ; 
and it was also ascertained that one of the fences over which he must 
have climbed before dropping his Se was whitewashed on one of 

oe the sides. 


- 


"On being <i up to the scene of this melancholy. affair 
binson, appeared to look, upgn the lifeless, burned and disfigure 


thing | of her murder or the, ‘attendant circumstances. He was, 
ever, committedsto Bridewell by the Coroner, to await afi 
yestigation of this horrible affair. 


Robinson’s room-mate, a fine, intelligent young man, on being 
examined by the Coroner, testified that he went,to hed about nine 
o’clock on. Saturday evening, and, falling asleep, did not hear Row 
binson come-in, nor know when he came to bed. He awoke during 
the night, and/found Robinson in bed, though not asleep 3 audiask> 
ing him how long he had been in hed, the latter repliedthat he came 
to bed about half past 14. Phe cloak found in the adjoining yard 
was not shown, by any proof adduced on the inquest, to belong to 
Robinson, who usually wore a camblet cloak, but his room-mate ac- 
knowledged he knew the clouk, and had known Robinson to wear it. 

The verdict of the jury was that tho deceased came to her death 
by ablow on her head with a haichet, inflicted by the hand of Rich- 
ard P, Robinson. 9 > 

Although circumstantial evidence points so strongly to Robinson 
as the murderer, many persons find it impossible to believe that he 
did the deed. 

Ifhe be the murderer, the mind naturally reverts to the cireum- 
stances which led him to commit the horrid deed. Here, however, ~ 
none of the common incentives to it are to be found. . It is true the 
deceased had told the mistress of the house on Tuesday night “ that 
Frank Rivers was going to be married, that he had returned to her 
the letters she had written to him, and wanted her to return to him 
the letters he had written to her.” It'is also said that he had some- 
times expressed dissatisfaction at calling and finding her in the com~- 
pany of other men. But on the other hand, the deceased was said 
to be much attached to him, and was exhibiting his portrait to some 
of her companions on the day before she was murdered. This 
portrait was found at the prisoner’s lodgings, as were also among the 
clothes of the deceased, the letters he had written to her, with those 
she had written to him. From these letters, it was ascertained who 


16 


Frank Rivers really was, they being addressed to Robinson outside, 
and inside to her © Dear Frank.” 
“The absence of sufficient motives furnishes a strong presumption 
in Robinson’s favor. In fact, we can only explain the possibility of 
@ young man in his situation, of his age, Committing the deed, but by 
supposing some cause of which as yet we are entirely ignorant, or a 
peculiar constitution of which an ordinary man can scarcely form a 
conception. 1 

Robinson is a youth of about nineteen, of prepossessing appear= 
ance, and has hitherto borne an unimpeachable character. He was 
in the employ of Joseph Hoxie, Esq. as clerk, who speaks of his 
conduct, during the two years he resided with him in the most ex- 
alted terms. He has no relations in this city, except those bearing 
the same name. Those he has in Connecticut, his native State, 
are highly respectable. 


Note.—The great discrepancies which appear in the accounts of 
her, which haye been published, respecting her true name, arise 
from her own misrepresentations. Some time before assuming the 
name of Helen Mar, in Boston, she was known by her true name, 
which she afterwards was in the habit of asserting to be an assumed 
one. 


Ruope Istanp, Oct 3d, 1836. 


In laying thia confidential letter from my school-fellow the unforta 
nate and persecuted Richard P. Robinson before, the public, I may be by 
the prejudiced part of the consured as a busy meddling per- 
son who dare assert the vritegativs of an American citizon to think and 
act an his judgment suggests in defiance of the body of Editors, who like « 
pack of bloodhounds have united to hunt a lad of ninotoon years of age 
‘even unto the death ; merely, becuuso the keeper of a brothel charged him 
with the porpotration of a crimo they could not substantiate, and of 
which the judgment of tivelve respoctable éitizens had pronounced him 
innocent. How those gentleman, have been jstigmatized sinco for not 
robbing an honorable fumily' of a meniber fe well known but lot the 
‘Sun boware, a rod is suspended that may fall and causo an eclipse ere 
Tong. Thay nothing at provent, tho inventor of the moon story i8 en 

, ‘of any ‘othor tile’or docoption to werve his interest. Ihave Aha co 
_ Sih Hew fa pablishing’this Jotier from my Youthfl friend, who'ahiared iny 
| ‘sports in boyhdods happy days, than to dfsposo tho ‘chiatitublé to think of 


‘him with Christian chirity, tind the liberal sninded to judge for theméelves 
f his fault.” May my humble efforts prove succousful, and ‘time ‘bring 


wi Tod 


'truth'to Tight, is the sincoré prayor of the ay “i 


Public's Humble Servant, 


\ te ‘Tuoman Anacttnono, 


\ Dran Ton, 

* 

1 =} * ‘That yon among the many do not deom ine guilty ie drmidet ‘all 

| my woffering an alleviation of which you cuit form no iden; and by 

y | ‘tating all’my crimes, as’ T now do to you, 1 trast Tehall confirm yout” in 

. ‘your confidencs'ofmy innocencé of tho hofnons orime of wlieh I'am 

“acotised: “Bad Thave been, but thunk God my hand'is clear of blood, and 

“my conitdiones of sedudtion! Emma T. was tho seducer, Hot the se. 

\ ‘auded {but she'is marfied, sacted be her fame ; her naine shall never pass 

ee my lips tior bo inked by my pen. “But Twill now proceed to give you a 

’ ‘lodr tunvarnished account/of my every crime daring ihy Gareer it New 

} York, that*has terminitted no'fatally. I have now found a secure re- 

] treat, far frody’ the persecution of tho corps ‘editorial wlio assailéd me 5 

‘uid here I will femain till circumstances bring the perpétrators of Ellen's 
7 ‘ Udedthto light, By Sate Daas: 
4 : ‘Your sincore friend, ; bss 
' Ricard P, Ronissow! 


sie ge 


n ur beaver pri wel 


LETTER, «. 


weiss ‘Teach mo to feel another’ 
i Ht 'To hide the faults I ex 
oun ot ‘That meroy 1 ta others fi 
Pama 00) y ‘That merey shew to me, Pope, 


i ey ’ 

| Ithas ever been the custom from the earliest ages of civilization, 

"where moral laws are known and practised, that when an accused being, 

| 319 matter what his crime, had passed the fiery ordeal of tho laws and beon 

\ ty cho pronounced guiltless, that their punishment. in, this life should 

© ceaie—such is the tenor of our glorious constitution and a fair trial, by 

__ Jury, man’s greatest priviloge, which ought, like a haloto shield him af. 

ter ho had stood the tost of a public investigation, and no proof appeared 

strong enough to convict him of the erimo which chanco, envy, con- 

‘tumoly or necossity had brought against his life or reputation. Such 

‘has beon tho custom in all nations, till the present year, when my unfor- 

tunate case occurred ; that I could easily have accounted for where I 

had passed the fatal Saturday night the unfortunate Ellon was sacrificed 

tothe vilo and envenomed passion of jealousy, is a simple fact. But 

conscious of my own innocence in the cracl, base transaction, and half 

petrified with horror at tho sight of a beautiful girl, whomt I had loyed 

‘with a wild boyish passion, lying a mangled corpse bofore me, sont un- 

\ppropared to meet, her Creator, without porbaps time to. ask forgiveness, 

shocked at the sight and irritated atthe unfounded charge brought against 

f | me, my apirit recciled from the accusation and spurned the vile calumny 

* from mo, treating itand its inventors with ontempt they both meri- 

tod, Indeed the only rational answer I condesconded to give was to'that 

_yile devil incarnate Mrs. Gallagher, when I asked her in answer to hor 

“hypocritical sympathy for my dear, my beloved mother, what induce. 

ment I ossibly havo to mar all my brilliant prospects by such an 

on, id render all my family wretched for life. This rathor 

seemed to stagger Mrs. Townsend, and for a time she was silent, and I 

said no more to them, but rested iny hope on the equitable laws of my 

_ country and the sound judgment of my fellow citizens, who would, con. 

a stitute the jury. ‘This silence offended the mass of the people, but tomy 
ts 


woe, 


friends I gave a clear and distinct history of how and where I had passed 
tho fatal evening till eleven o'clock, when by appointment Ellen admitted 
ame when she let our her first visitor, who Mrs. Townsend swore was me; 
‘that Iwas in tho house when tho Champaigne woe brought up was tran 
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But I had not been there at that tims fifteen mingtgs Eilem ingoumod 
ane by nnote, that she expacted a rich and new admirer that evenings who 
was to take my fictitious name, That ho would not.stay late, and Tcould 
make my entrance as he made his exit; for thia.purpose she opened the 
front door for him horgolf and admitted ine unseen, as sheypasod by. any 
of the fumily. My intontion was to broak off my,conngétion with Bjlon 
and tho rest of the vilo sistorhood, as a holy, singere love for an amiable 
gitl had produced a total change in my feelings, and I looked back, with 
horror on the paths of vice, infamy and degradation I had lod from. the 
time I camo to New York. ‘To account for the depravity of my,early 
1ifo, may in somo measure atone for the injuries Ihave done my family 
and gratify the curiosity of the people, who so ardently thirsted for my 
life, Hi 

I wasat that period of my lifo whon tho passions bogin to ansert thoir 
prorogativo over the naturo of evory momber of tho human family jlet- 
any porson then judge of the temptation that aswailodl ma scaroely: moro 

than fiNeon, years of age, ardent, tender and rather handsomo—well 
dreased—with money at my coimand—I soon became an objeat. of at. 
traction to the young fomalos who patrol the stroots of Now York sooking 
foradmiration and funoing that, every one looking, at thom igmitten with 
thoir charms, and ready to knuel and worship them. + ., 

‘This attracted by the boanty of Emma T—, a girl pox vain and 
aolfish, who fancied mmo a gontloman’s son of-high expectations, and 
thought to cntangle mo in a secret marriage. Our acquaintance com. 
monced in the stroot at night, but Thad ofton met her in various places in 
daylight, whothor by accident or dosign I know not, smiles of recognition 
had boon exchanged between us, and Ispoketo hor, and she ayswered an 
familiarly as an old acquaintance would haye done, accompanied me to a 
confectioner’s shop whore Espont my money liborally, well paid for it in 

” the pleasure that it gave my fair coinpahion, tek: 

From that time wo met every evoning., Loscorted her to. all the, public 
gardens, lavished prosonts of clothing, trinkets and monoy on hot, By 
hor direction I attended a dancing school, in which sho atymy expense 
‘had bocome a acholar ; hero in tho.gay whirl of « ballroom, L saw hor 
tho admiration of all tho ladies whe fraquynted it, and observed har flir- 
tingy'gay and coquottish manner (o all, I, soon-disoorned thatthe pratty 
toy was as dovoid of gratitude ax sho was of cither fooling or prudence, 

‘Timo as it ripens the gay and smiling blosiom into,fryst, miturnd my 
mind, and I became consciops that my pretty Emma was. iene a 
husband and would in despite ofher obligations tomg,. (and thay were 
numerous) marry the first man that would haye hor, . Mhis conduat on 
her part accelerated her rain—for hor 1 hadycommitted depredations on 
mycmployerto no small amount, Ono crime is the parent ‘of Another, 

} for hor I had become a thief,and that made me herjseducer ; if seduction - 

it ean be called, when shewas as willing.as mysolf, * ae 

‘The offect of our intercouse in time became visible, andshe took yourd- 

ingin tho house with Ellon Jowett, this wes in a private boordiy 
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RA onlp yonditaiiow who had wood friends to support ‘them were re 
Welded ; Hote L pitid’tdin dollars w wool for Hier "board, exclisive of her 
thier expitiess whith were éxtravaghnt. ON! how T have slirunk from 
héehd unbIed, Ween eho has commanded’ mo to gel het the most ex- 
© falibive clothing’ rieh’trinkets, Alainonide, potiTe) ind? jewellery of every 
oid. | Nor dire E¥retto rofuso to ‘obey her commands, forse thyedténed 
Mo votray mo to my'étliployers ond instigate her fumily to ‘prosecute "mo 

tipgrdier eoiluction. Leany one read tho'tragedy of George Barhiwell, 

‘auidltfloy will'nee mol/pétsonified, And never Was tlie eharwoter of Mill. 
“LréféoH more ally verified’ than by this young vitago before she wis bix- 
? toot Yours @Fage. Fort long'tfine I used to ateal up to her chaifiber and 


+ awatt hor déming, but'sho soon grow'tired of solitude aiid began to” fre- 


“quent the theatre, to which I was obliged to necompany hor. 
oe Olax fitstvinits wore {@'tho soeond tier ‘of boxes, but slio'disliked the 
igoothin requisite indocont society, and one evening when’ ‘T wis not 
sith Hor, mado her débirt With Ellon inthe hind tier } hero’ she was takon 
“illrund convelyed home in a hack, and fyr soute ‘wook ‘hor life waa des. 
paitel!of, During her illtoss the ilfeted Elsa watelod her with allthe 
teridofhess of & kind hourted istor; soothed ‘my ‘apprehensions: for her 
' if by laldingy out hope of hor recovery "the cliild T wa informed’ ‘Was 
doad born, but this I believe wis nat true, mdr dod know ‘whine, beexme 
Hof iti’ DéAing Em's sickness Lhud bosame well wequainted With the 
se feail eaGfefiood, and\{ was vory lihoral of my’ presents to” thows Silk, 
foyelvote, etdthes, wot liberilly distributed’ among. them, andl wi in 
“high favor With the wholeifamnily } juny « night have 1 pissed with tho 
cho! amies of somo of out grave citizeny—men of families, fortune and 
Se busine, whode lodies vieited thoun wt their flees, stores’ and voarding 
© houses. ‘Men who would'pass judgment on view as though avery saint 
2 yas dapporting!thie enue’ OF chastity ani ‘yintue; both of which they 
fiolated daily. . . i ign 
2 Could the sed?bt transactions of the city of New York bo! exposed, 
+ whit asevne of depravity would be oxhibited! Sodom'and Gomorrah 
» could be ho works ! Tht servants are Huttho imitators of their employers, 
\they!bopy, and Tatigh in'thcir ‘sleeves at miordlity, sobrioty, 


Y whoae 

“hom Nistry 2 the “property holder opptesses tho tenant to sap- 

© port his ve Sand hid family's; and servants ih return retaliate 
on hitit jrtunity oftets; thus I was echictous @f being no more 

SYgaityithanletilers. Hook at the eno of young ‘Onderdorils'» elorgyman’s 

© son, j the’ protection ‘find slirveillance of his father, whilst 1 


boy} without ferttate fiends to lintroduse me'to re 
ly, Sent into a Boarding house where ‘T could enter at what 

jour'T pleases ‘beervient ‘tod /eontrol after the busine ‘of the day 
? or, Mr. Hoxie neyer inquired how my'nights were pussed. "Tt was 


enotigh for himthkbT did'my duty!at the: storo—sure ‘asthe thought of 
my fidelity there, hé eared not’ what my iniscondact was’ in other “hours 

Lor places.” Oh! migy my ridlancholy fate bo sn ‘éxamgle'to parents in the 

‘ comtitey how they sind their tons Intd’the vortex of Viceilihd dissipation, 


| 


+ ‘aithowijone fiend to advisg them, ‘or print pen ay 
enquite into their lisbits-—a#¥ertain the hou 
accounts, Truly wete merchants’ apprentides pei et) int, 
houses or placed under tho authority of the smlafroas or, maptigejof hg! hous), , . 
thoy board in, such numbors of them would jiot fallfrom. thoi 
honourable, stationa\in socjoty, nor become {ha inmates of i,prigph, But = 
when a youth accustomed to the domestic comforts of his fythens ome 
in the country; with all thp fimily endearments,of home, and ‘ypyrogly al. 
lowed the jcornmand of a dollae pyleyg on tho condition, 
finds himself transported as if by, magi, fram tho bos: 
the attentions of an affectionate, mother tothe gay, pmporiumg pf folly, 
fia and fashion, und tho gold comforts of, Now York boarding 
whore he, is not expocted to spend, more tity in tho lining.rgaunsban iy. 
requisite to ent his meals—and with plenty of loose cash at Hig qouamandy,, 
avery low salury, searcoly me to pay his bo 7 
bo x ules ie that ho yyill ada to his income, cundq it yyithout, 
detection, This way particularly my situation when 1 beeamo, aguunintod, 
Jevoid of that port dlippiyeyigo pacu, , 
did shy either drink ca at 


, Brought up ina gopipol family,iy hier na, 5 
fing ayflig Now England giguido,yith their 
master's daughtors,, bor ming had boon, highly inforined—hor. tystg refined, 
oh 


sho gould really play tho lady wl no) 
though something of the kilghon viragp Would appear whion xho: whe vory,,. 
angry andofher gugrd. Ellon was also 9 seat needle-woran, very, handy. 
iB ho: harap selingg ‘thong.yirtwes combined 
fof lite tho fine apts, gave JEllpn, so decided a, 
riority, Set ee dui frat ae in ever re 
sn ingaitand nana bat » dgmpod sp pe a Ui te Sate sa 
Teway ducing Bmme’s jlingse that wy, dntimaey, wth len, commen, 
ed, when no} an idea of aly Mah colerahane oasis re 
Sho was to mo tho ministering, angel: 
covered, Elion, took hier to) 
and loft ed lenciss ite ar 5m 
hor extravagance, and panei ‘i ignorangp, liad alie 
reget gta and iors shepWwing ok Jures for mo, I 
ey ah one thn a not 
oho, pudlonly thyaiysine pandkerchiog 
tae of dabapehesy 7 Ne stohyed td 
9, Bllon, wlio, goon learned im 
ont the phy Pn eonstitution wou, 
ran of dotection by being so laviel, of vane ba te 
would, not hesitate 
‘this alarm me, chtgked mj scl pabich awoke me,to 
| sonse of mien h cries val a rea ot 
‘among the girls of the rete at 
to Ellen, ho though she was five yorre older ase ee te eh 


ra 


a 
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au much as a Sith sub an Twas, could loro one of her class, Ellen 
madbVhoisolt'aigqtiuiited\witflall my private affuirs, “my fumily, and the 
expoétations’ Pind from miy isthor ; sho was not a moan mercbnary, nor 


a dishonest gitlifor ong'of hét'east ; but wealthy visitors lavished on. her 
money. in plenty, tind this she used with prudence, and had eaved as she 
mee ‘observed, u sinall fortane; of which T have not a doubt, a4 she 
speculate Uéeply! in counteifeit money and generally won largely at 
cards. (AST vas hor fivorits love gallant, I'know all hor private trane- 
actioniand have scen‘her with largo sums of'money which she’ told me 
sho jit Wat at intorost, through the agdnoy ofa broker in the city of New 
York!) ‘But What became of Emma? Ah! thereby hangs « tale which I 
cansidt tila, lost I injare the pence of a'fumily. ‘Blien used all her pow- 
ers Of mini liid person to keep tis apart, and edecdeded ; whether sho ever 
had din ide 1 Would marry her or not, I do not know, but sho cortainly 
usoil every itrt she was mistress of, to gain a hold on my affections; but 
therélahe did #5t/suctbed, as I Was too conscious of the respect I owed 
to my'fainily'to’ontangle myself further-than I could shake off at plou- 
suro; ‘for hop fivots I ever paid her, But my connection with Bhima had * 
atoo}od my Wort against! all Ellen's alluromonts ; that I was in her powor 
T wale cofiytolib; or shib had initiated mo into a species of deftauding by 
" which I ganted mney largely and Mr. Hoxie lost nothing; thus ‘far T 
know sho had the powor to blast my réputition, «and I foured to offend hor 
seriously. ‘I know sho had a powerful mind, but a generous noble ‘spirit. 
She dotested the’ mode of life into Which sho had beon seduced, by a villain 
who is now & matriod inuii tnd hae x family ; towards him’ she cherished 
a decided hatred, andhor soul thirstbil for revenge. She frequently wrote 
to hid threatening (ettit#, vowing vengeance against him and his family, 
nordhould I'be surptiséd if’ timo atid'circumstatioos should prove him the 
author of her death. Monoy and joitlousy are powerful impulecs to crinie 
amotigat the girls; ‘Hilén und mie frequently quarrelled, und then wo 
wrote tbioach dtitir; Hit often endetivored to intimidate mé to aubmission 
by ing 16'exposs me to thé World, ‘This'Mode at firdt succeedod, 
but ns I booumo bitter céquaintéd with Ner'Gisposition, T wcquired courage 
to bide "her ange? und set hor at’ délfanvo? ‘hus passod over two years 
of crlind, infty and mixory. © wali me 
Peo n with Gray, grew out of ny’ petuniary transactions | 
with Ellon. became an agént for mib, “tind to eafry of Gu busition 
we becupied a’room which we rentéd, Oh! what ditk deods dré’ done 
whi single gentlemen hire private rooms, sometimes particularly when 
they follow nd appatsit business.’ Avleogth my guardian angel seemed 
asi Hahiathot alti tormaked his cliarge. "Love, a pure and holy love 
filled!’ iy" Heart ; a Feeling sacred, wo holy; warined fy bosom fora 
young Tidy, tiy oqualin all respects as fit ws family hind fortune) but oh ! 
how ae supetlorin virtue ; yet'to thi¥ lovely irk looked up with 
hope, iis ‘the being whé Would guide my foot#tops to the putlis of peace ” 
and cilim’ domestic huppiness. "I was still young inyoors, sarcely past 
the days of boyhadi, Wit how old in viea! yeu'T had perhaps long uA! © 


\tor.on.the Jast, 
5 8 Ah 
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boforo mo, butto make atonoment 100 short, How far mny first omployor 
had suspected me I knew not, but Mr. Hoxie I was confident was un. 
conscions of'any Jous he'had sustiincd by mo. . i 
My firet step in reformation was to broak off my intercourse with Gray ; 
this T ‘easily effected his ‘marriage being a sufficient reason for cutting 
hii, athe phraso goes.” This action ‘alarmod Ellon, and she bocame: 
siispicious of ‘my detilition from her supremacy, I pleaded suspicion 
thiit my visits to her Hotise were Suspected at the'store; sho changed her 
rosidonés to Mrs, Townsend's, 1 objected to the house as too public; 
she acotsed mé of dotertion. T did not deny the chargo, and demanded 
say miniature which had book paihited for Emma. How Ellen got it 1 
how Hot, nor how long she ad hed its she tofused it, und sovoral lettore 
botirocn us—sho ‘thronteried mo, I rotaliated,” and ‘in totum I 
threatened hor ‘as party concernoil, ‘vowing my ‘indopendenco; and the 
war ended, Wo generally mot at tho theatre, thoro I informed her of my 
affection for the gontlé Sophia, and my dototmination to quit all my ne. 
farious practions, to. marry when Iwas able: aye, and beeome a 
citizom.. What Pak hd 8h, good like tho rest of mankind ! No Ellon, 
Lave played the hypocrite too long, I mill drop the hatofil mask, and bo 
Aappoar, Will you, vaid sho, shodding tonre, T will not drag you 
downto hell; if T am bad mysalf, Frank, 1 rospoct goodnom in othors : 
for ingtanee your Emma, sho now appears a highly rospoctabla young 
sagiaby and may. continye.s0 ; would that some ftiondly hund had boon 
held out:to mo, ora I, had plunged so dooply in sin, and infamy, but now 
itis too late;, nothing remain but to livo on, got rich, and ondow a con- 
Yent. with my monoy; thon I:may stand. chaneo of boing canonized as 
a minh Bat do Frank, look at that ugly old gray boarded fool, staring 
at us. Ho.is like Othello dying with jealousy. Who is he? roplied 1. 
Abt paid sho, my friond at prevant ; Mre. Townsend introduced him, he 
is. rich, merchant, from Now Orleans, intend to floocs him woll—if 
ld ata will havo dainties they muat piy well for thou, -Y put hor into a 
gonch and promisod.to call on her; this was two weoks bofors ho cath, 
From this night lettora passed betwoon us as various in thoir'mtylo ax 
hier tompor was eapricious, voorod from ono xtreme of passion to anoth= 
¢r5 divappointed in her expoctations of having me in her chaning « 
maddened with jonlousy: she then throatenod mo with a woman * 
Aoanees.to these Troturued answers in her own stylo of dofinned) 
Jottors., revearotally prosorved by ‘my onemies to answer thoir own pur 
Poser. -Atlength tho storm of passion subsided, wo inet by hor éwn in- 
Filation and exohangod forgivencss, Bllen wopt long dnd tenderly on 
myjbowom, Oh Frank! said sho, sobbing, How salubrious ore tears ; thay 
are.tho presorvers of woman's life and season ; but for them iny hoart 
would break and I should wander forth a raving manine, bat that solace 
Aas cooled tho foyer of my brain and relioved my heart. Yes, Frank! 
ster bak before you aro hurled down the whirlpool of destructicn, Lost 
to your family, and sogioty, or Worse, a curse to the first and « deprodu. 
Passion. has boen the rock on which you sunk into vies, 


1 detresertare 
‘ xy yaw Leiapld otl6 Jud ton word 

may it now oxalt you to the path of 

not Krank; forsake (he unfortunate, 

imo somotinies ond toll me.of, your Sophia, 

1 fool « presentiment tit any life, will bo #! 

adondly hatrod, and Jiko tho snake, when, 

ine nid openly: professes the warmost 

and dl me, but. her hatred is ) Why, 

tke a¢houp: house to: rowel aie in solitude 

aniay awake ropontance, Alas! 1 every hours 

outoat--a common, prostitute t What but a 


ag beth 
Liinhbitt and dread, solitude. ation see se 
ally I eannot petrify my feelin oxication.5, Gite T.ge.on, from, 


day: Uaidye msdn | otis sostead » 13m yllayoney a! 
mt vp off Repenting EE nl hal 
by ‘, A wret ‘telf-cone wy, 
. piesa are 
seulie then! ment 
‘told m6 Now much she’ tind WAY 
rods 't6 mio. ‘Why Ellen, 
frosh New York, whidrd the 
you busy? Y maidered by 
ltiad ard my” ‘ 
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rday ovening Thad 

ly pieture and Jottors, burn 
it te val vaw ny Tae step 
“in ny:'bos6m With Fenovited 
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dn, heard’ the 


you 

hus of my visit ; oe picture bit refused ‘the 

ig that'T must e6mo for’ thoi again, ‘Hor few yas @btidod 

ete Yo this. T teidd'to npdthi hor and t Provent high words ; 

or to got & bottle of Champaign, todle up @ Vols “that Hyon 

the fBilot teblo; and to concodl my fies, Ty’ down on. tho’ bad with iy 

jgABE £6 the longs 2) See ite OMT eau oF d uquae gn a 

Elfon returned without’ tho wire, whith “Mrs: "Toivasenl brought up ; 

‘Impeliod by curiosity to soe who’ Eilon had there "but sito 'took the 
m her, ore Cpt abriptly’ slit tie door 


Could only have caaglit 4 tthe 
nf eles op coe me 
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Ellen and I drank a glass of, wine between us, then sat down by the 
fire, which was neaily oyt, and I wrapped my cloak around her, We 
conversing in, whispers till after 12 o'clock, when Ellen lighted 
and I took the lamp to light me down stairs, At Mra, Townsend's door, 
I~knockod, and recoiyed a, refusal, whon T demanded my Hiberty, 1 thon 
sot dawn tho lamp, in tho hall, slipt into the yard, glimbed oyet three 
fences, and finding 9 door open, passed through a ball into Chapel-streot, 
from thence homo ; clock struck one, just sa I ontorod my board. 
ing houpe, , , ‘ ; F) ade 

Choorfully Lontorod my bed.charabor, put.the minature into my bureau, 
and eulmly consigning my cares to oblivion, sunk into a sound sleep, from 


| Which my bod-follow awoke me, to enquire when 1. camo to bed ; half 


asloop L answéred him, end sunk, again into the happy stato of yncon- 
soloumos, from which Tog aroused by the harpiea of the laws 

Whon Mr, Brink awoko mo, the first, idoa that, occurred to my. mind, 
‘waa, that my poculations had boon discovered by Mr. Hoxie; that 
Ellon had betrayed mo to the i 


‘Thin ie all I have to confose of my past life. A youth in 
enco had matured mo in wisdom: honeoforth, and forovpr, 
ways of to world shall have no power aver my mind, Nor sh 
or blandishments of a wanton woman, boteay mo to hot dwellin 
not gono, to Ellen's that fatal night, another objoct royst have 
‘on whom to lay tho crimo. | Whosp yoice denounced mo aya murdorg 

» have never understood—tho blamo was, general when Mr, Brink camo 
oust so tho watchmon, testify... Mrs, Townsond’s words were 
kaillod tho girl, and vet fire.to the house!" 

Who aro ruey? ‘That is in the phiral—I was only 
sono of Mrs. Townsend's wise counsollors, changed the plura 
sonal Frank Rivers. My cloak, which was wrapped around Ellen 
T left tho houso, was rondored one of the presumptive proofa rhe 
‘and it was assorted I had brought the hatchet with ‘mo, tied to my eloak ; 
whon the porter proved that the hatchet had been lost on tho Welsoatay 
boforo,, ‘Thus I must have planned the murder four days provions to ite 
execution, Yot it was, proved. that I had passed Wednesday night, with 


_ Ellon, tho timo I gave her the fatal hatchet, 


: ai 

Had I been disposed to injure Ellen, what had I to do, but to indict the 
house, and place its inmates in Belloyue? Had I been the hardoned aud 
cold-blooded murderer, tho progs has denounced me, would I haya left my 


Jind Inet fira to, the houiee whon I loft it, wauld, 


~ Glork and hatchet behind me, to betray me to the arte 1 No ie ie 
8. 
ve 


ne avake 


‘Townsend, to require her to open the, door yea ig draft woul 


fanned the flame to a blaze? Or, would a fire-light, between twelve and 
‘one o'elock, have lain smothering till past three, at least two hours ? And 


i4 


Permitted it, Mr. Hoxie of conred could not retain me in bis employ ; 
re could T find an, sa hut with my parents, whose 4g aay hairs 

‘to tl Jet Mt ty vo phe yw HoT ined } and 

uy a sige a ae hal (ise podedtion 

ht tore: Tv bat ‘ty ‘to 
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na in Weir paper ‘they ey fit ait 
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! ay 
“commit thaso events t 


ge anpeite 
cy dg oy 
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Thomas edavienn En. 
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MR, ARMS STONG, te IN. GENERAL, 
" Aftor a carefill perusal pe z slatcitiont of the forogoing 
» facts, Ewrote to New York, foray opt rot the trial toread; and 
dudgo- for, myself—tho reason ,on which the ypublic. pri 
» cry. againstso young a man eh eae 
Jury and State’ Attornoy, Lian iasushyry oie 
poche Ase bohagh 2.sbaven anw abit qa dl tell) wait 


it winttes od oss 46 ar i os 


yu tabs! aware 1; by all pds faa do 


fe) that there doos ‘hot appear to ny jadgment, one 
fo heng a charge. ‘The, only’th ‘Townsond’s 

that He} oF Bom one’ Tike hati 
id thiity betwee CWO and three 
a Wits foun: extingilished in the 
ind Ellen's bed clothes Phat, instead OF wwakening the: 
irl, sho nein wate’ to extinguish th flares and 
fhe adi aa suitaion of Hhoyprincaple witweds 

ie I 


ait 99 of het 


Wiis it the Man-and tho 
[6 lsd ewes, that on6 
nil would tll 
“Bat whe'wad whon ehh 
shi poiddned Hirnise! 
tort in’ tho house that! Wight 
5 Boston’ first. “Tn short, all 
iy, ‘but! wire?!” Not 
abide by their eth, 
for tuivy’ Word, sworn’ to mony wot before 
Was not bie single née 4) Or 
in wociisation. i 
+ hbus Was Latif, and deeaidd by Mid inoyt dope 
itofy'and Who will not ‘sappode thavehieproperty 
sh ainbet, Wall of nfficiont "valae'to tonipt one of 
brs petptetat UG ofei! ao seiore 
: Fle tugst oll) of ys cry ; 
no ot A iy "rhe THAN; HALdaT td! theCSurl, that ElaH Jowett 
‘an one of tho richest drostod Women, that freqhén tod thé third tien of box, 
in that she hada gold wateh, with « 
i a rich cameo buckle for her 


froquontor of 
attempt to 


influenced the necusation of 
Plunder alone, or jeslousy, 


permitted it, Mr. 1 


and whore could I fi 


“Thay bavped to ine 


will not society at Tu 
from a being scarce! 
drive to madness or 
But, thanks to tah 
yelping of the puck 
found-a ufo harbor; 
of my Tif, enablo me 
gnod, coli-blooid, vi 
porvecute mg in we 
Which to oxpond (hid 
“oP tel paige 
OY Resting on iia Hd 
grout Omnipotent Poy 
SUkhuyod Tighe out of dar 
éd tie from fiionds, 
“GHiy inttoodteo, oF Eo,” 
Uh Yoihred 
Minato hide 1 
“Youd ex) NA “%, that, 


aw flee han adel 
4 iMoop ne ity 


committhose avonty to. 
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ip long: Tou in tf 
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DEFE- 


MR. ARMSTON 
After a carefill perus 
facts, Lyvrote.to\ New.” 
Jndgo: for, mnyselt—thee 
cry.ngainstgo, young a 
Jury and:Stators Attorn 
eAppeared in his fwor, 4 


refine ths Wi t 


Yo worreensar Will dorcel 


may have been the actuatify spirit of the murderer; and selfdefer ge 
canso, oF perhaps |suspision,; for it is not probable Mrs Townsondoutd 
dopriye hor house of s9 attractive an inmate, by whoxe residence, 16 was 
sure of filling her coffers, ane 
But where was Ellen's valuables? her watch, trinkets, clothe! 4q! 
money t. Wore they found, or accounted for? If she had no rel ‘ions, 
the State or city became her hoir; and thoy ought to be satiafa corily 
accounted for tothe, public. 4 ; 
| A loud elamour, of rather huo and cry, has beon raised againat Mr iia, 
nix, for not bringing all the inmates of the houso into Court ;- but Wioro 
was hoto findthem? ‘They flod ore morning dawned ; and had they bis, 
Galledon, how would their testimony, have affoctod the trial ; for who ‘an 


Fite 
thas he 
in or rargpved from. his porrecutors ip all we, now ; yd probable if 
‘driven tau desperation by.,the.porrecution, of the. prese, may regain 
estimation of tho community, among whom he has fixed b 
‘That such may be tho result of the porsecutian of c lad, all 
porticularly parents, and, the jary that eared hic fo, will uni 
praying for: and, with this hope, I subscribe myerif, 


11 


te mah ee 


1 bS oad Ae we 


‘The Pabilie's very Nnindle SeManty 


.. THOMAS ARMSTRONG. 


N. B. . IfJuryinen are not permitted to abide by their oaths, for 
tho anathomns of the, press, I fear, trial by Jury must ‘cease ; courte of 
judicature be abolished, and the penny Editore become tho arbitrators’ of 
our lives, Ii ehoracter, and property—as no conscientious eitizen wil 
condemn If to perdition, to please them. 


